WHO IS THE MYSTERIOUS SHE? 


BOYS! GIRLS! 


JUST DO THIS: (1) Decide what you want to buy 
with the money you earn and write in its name at top 
of order blank below. (2) Now just SHOW this order 
blank—to family, friends and neighbors, who will be 
glad to help you—and ask them to write down their 
orders. (3) Collect the retail price of $1.25 per box. 
(4) Send us only 75¢ per box in payment, keep 506 


EARN $5.00 TO $50.00 OR MORE 
EASILY, QUICKLY, IN SPARE TIME! 


per box as your profit! It's as easy as that! 

PLEASE NOTE: You must send at least 10 orders 
at one time to qualify for the 75¢ wholesale price. If 
5 to 9 orders, send 85¢ per box, keep 40¢. If 30 or 
more orders, send 65¢ per box, keep 60¢. (No dis- 
count on less than 5 orders.) Orders sent postfree, 
satisfaction guaranteed, Allow 3 weeks for delivery. 


Just tear out this page, cut off order blank below this line, and start showing it today! 


PLEASE HELP ME TO EARN 


NAME OF PRIZE FOR 
WHICH | AM WORKING: 


WRITEWELL DE LUXE 
NAME LABELS 


YOUR NAME & ADDRESS 
Printed Like This 
ON 300 GUMMED LABELS 


SAVE TIME AND TROUBLE! Use these neatly-printed gummed labels 
instead of writing out your name and address. On envelopes, postcards, 
packages, books, bank deposit slips, laundry lists, film, photos, color 
slides, sports equipment, etc. They're as easy to apply as a postage 
stamp, and using them will insure the return of many a valued article. 


PLEASE YOUR FRIENDS with gift boxes of Writewell Name Labels. They 
make a wonderfully useful, novel, sure-to-be-welcomed gift. 


THESE ARE DE LUXE LABELS, far superior to those ordinarily adver- 
tised. They're large and legible, as shown here. Made from true 
printer's type (not photographed typewriter type). Printed in dark 
blue ink, with 3 or 4 neatly centered lines, on fine-quality glossy 
white gummed paper. The finest name-&-address labels anywhere available. 
Supplied 300 in a sparkling plastic gift box. 
Please allow about three weeks for delivery. 


Only $1.25 


Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back 


PLEASE WRITE VERY CLEARLY. LIMIT LINES TO 28 LETTERS-&-SPACES. 


Be SURE to fill in the form below. 


Piease write additional orders on sheets on plain white paper (on one side only). 


TO THE WRITEWELL CO,: 

І am enclosing $...... Lp ud orders for Writewell Name 
Labels, printed as shown here, Please deliver them, postfree 
and guaranteed, as indicated by the check mark (v) below: 

( ) Send all orders to me and I will deliver them. 

( ) Mail each box for me to name-&-address printed. 


My Name & 


Mail Orders to: THE WRITEWELL CO., 319 Transit Building, Boston, Mass. 02115 
COPYRIGHT © NATIONAL PERIODICAL PUBLICATIONS, INC., 1968 


"ІНЕ GLIDE OF WITH ROBIN 

TIRES ALONG 

А DUSTY ROAD 

--THE PURRING CASE, HERE 
OF A т со 48 

POWERFUL. SOLO-PATROLLING 

MOTOR -- AN? AGAIN... 


ON ANOTHER 
TOUR OF HOPE IT'S AN EASY 
CRIME - NIGHT! I'M KINDA 


INFESTED TIRED AND... 
GOTHAM CITY... 


TER TAKE 
Pao SOMETHING Ж 


BATMAN НП. 
UY. АПН A BOOTED 


PARTECTOR 
MERA BLINKING / 


RE /$ THAT 
Ане тт SHOULD 
HAVE PASSED 


A CAR'S COMING 
ALONG THE INTERSECTING 
[ голо TO MY RIGHT! 


A SUDDEN, 
SHRILL, 

SCREAM 

ECHOES IN 


BETTER MAKE 
A_SURPRISE 
APPEARANCE -- 


PANTHER... 
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is sold subject to the conditions 
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"THE BATROPE STRETCHES 
TAUT-- А TREE- BRANCH 
BENDS UNDER THE WEIGHT 
OF A MIGHTILY MUSCLED 
BODY-- AND THE САРЕР 
CRUSADER SWINGS 

INTO ACTION /... 


THAT GIRL IN 
THE CLUTCHES 
OF TWO THUGS-- 


LOOKS LIKE HELO/SE 
MAD/GAN--THE RECENTLY, 

FOUND HEIRESS TO 

THE LATE JOHN MADIGAN 
FORTUNE / S 


BATMAN -- THANK 
HEAVENS! SAVE 
ME, SAVE ME, 


ORK 
FORCES ARE Ty AND DEATH 15 
OR THE UNWARY. 


ҮНДІ EVER WILL HAPPEN | 
TO HEIRESS HELOISES” 


| 
| 
| 
ў 
| 
| 


руна 


LOOK OUT, BATMAN! | 
YOU'RE МОТ UP/* 


WITH THiS 433 
BIT OF 
GUTTER 
AECORD*/ 


e 


ж NEWSPAPER а 


| ROUNDHOUSE 
| ТО FLATTEN 


"MORE NEWSPAPER 
TALK, MEANING 
THE STORY iSH'T 

FINISHED УЕТ/ 


LINGO: 
УЕ! 


wWSPAPER 
> \МАТТЕМТ! 


HEY HAVEN'T 
TURNED THE 
RULE* ON уби 
YET, BATMAN, 


ND YOU / : 


K 


й ВЕН! 
CN 


МО NEED FOR THE 
UNNECESSARY 
COACHING, 
HELOISE-- 


HE'S RUSHING 

RIGHT INTO 

A SINGLE- 
LEG 


UNT 
TECHNICALLY 
KNOWN AS 
THE KATA 
ASHI OOR/! 


“WHAT'S THIS 
ПАБЕ АМО DO AWAY WITH МУ BODY, 


i 
WHAT DID SO NOBODY'D EYER FIND AY 
THEY WANT 1 


WITH YOU? dE Ж М. 1 


BUT WHAT W THOSE WOULD-BE KILLER | 
GOOD MY Др E STAY PUT TILL THE 3 27 м 

DEATH LICE PICK THEM Up. MEANWHILE, 
WOULD DO +. ГЦ. SEE you 
THEM -- I 2 


CAN'T 
IMAGINE! 4 


му NOT BEING 
HELOISE MADIGAN--? 


----- 
AT THE MADIGAN MANSION — W WHATS THIS ABOUT 


GOOD 
EVENING, 2 
MISS MADI-- 
OHH, THAT 
ISN'T YOUR 
NAME, AFTER 

ALL! I AM ч 

IS 'INSIDE-- 
HE WILL 
эй! [ EXPLAIN. 


THE RATTLE was WEDGED BEHI 
А LOOSE BOARD IN THE NURSERY- 
SO THAT THÈ FINGERPRINTS ON 

ІТ WERE STILL CLEAR/ 


\ BUT WHEN 
THEY DIDN'T 


DISCOVERED 
THOSE BABY- 
PRINTS 

MATCHED THE 
GROWN -UP 
PRINTS OF A 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
CLERK 


THAT'S SOMETHING 


SHE'LL HAVE TO EXPLAIN 
деу” ‘ 


TRUE! SHE = TOA 
HAD EVERYTHING D 
DOWN PAT/ 
ITS A MYSTERY W 
HOW SHE LEARNED | 
ALL ABOUT THE | 
THE LONG-MISSING 
HEIRESS -- 


ALL TOO TRUE, 
MISS --ER-- 
COLLEEN KIERNAN! 
EARLIER TODAY 
WE FOUND A 
LONG-LOST 
BABY RATTLE 
THAT BELONGED 


THE GIRL YOU 
CLAIM TOBE! 4 


HIS STRAIGHT / 
READ IN THE 
MISS KIERNAN 


ГМ TAKING YOU 
IN TO POLICE 
HEADQUARTERS, 
MISS KIERNAN. 


ҖЧҖ OKAY! THIS AFFAIR SURE 


be ou BE Б, 

ў WATE! JOB! É 
X а А 
ЖА WATER HAUL JOB, IN NEWSPAPER 
РАВЕАНСЕ--15 WORK DONE FOR NOTHING! a 


зю ыл wee | 
Аз THE PSEUDO-HEIRESS 15 BOOKED 8 
UT AS НЕ | 
АТ POLICE HEADQUARTERS... е SHUFFLES posue sen 
numo 


TO THE г НЕВЕ - 
I WANT A SHE SURE KNOWS MERE, < ATTACK ON AT 
LAWYER-- LS, HER WAY NEU MANHUNTER |. 


BONDSMAN / 


SUDDENLY Í: 
ISTAK 

x E. STIFFENS, EN TEA 
> YAWN AS... : es aoe 
WELL, THAT | 
TAKES CARE МА 4 
OF THAT! ON 

WITH МУ 

PATROL... 


WHY 1S THE LIFE OF 
Like АМ AVENGING > THE MADIGAN HEIRESS 
Мез АС аге САМ ANYONE GET FROM 
THE BATMOB/LE HER DEATHS 
STABS ACROSS THE 
MILES TOWARD THE 
MADIGAN. ESTATE... 


IESTIONS RINGING IN 44 
A 1 PAGE BREATHER/ 


DECEMBER, 1968 


MOON WALK 


America's space program is rapidly closing in on the big 
adventure: the walk on the moon. And you can follow it, 
step-by-step, with Revell's new American Space Program 
Collector's Set. You can build authentic models of the three 
big events in space... the orbit, the space walk and the moon 
walk. The Gemini Spacecraft model includes details like a 
complete instrument panel. The space-walking Astronaut 
model is realistic down to moveable face visor. The 
Apollo model is almost as unbelievable as the 
program itself. There are five detachable, 

detailed sections. The Revell Space 

Program Collector's Set sells for under $11.00. 

For a catalog of 250 Revell 

models, send 259 to: Revell, Inc., 


4318 Glencoe Avenue, 
Venice, California 90291 


Model of the Month 


AMERICAN SPACE PROGRAM COLLECTOR'S SET 


ZERAK, THE BLUE 
DESTROYER, FREES HIM - 
SELF FROM HIS OWN CON 
TROL STATION. HIS BRUTE 4% 
STRENGTH FORCES 
THE EXIT RAMP INTO 
POSITION, AND HE 


ZOBOR, THE BRONZE 
TRANSPORT ROBOT, 


FOR HAULING 
HEAVY 
LOADS, 


ZINTAR, THE SILVER 
EXPLORER, /5 GRIPPER- 
FISTED. HIS CONTROL 
STATION BECOMES A 
ORAMATIC LUNAR. 

SLEO THAT 
MOBILIZ ES Him 

FOR ACTION. 


EACH ZEROID COMES WITH A UNIQUE 

PAIR OF SPECIAL PURPOSE HANDS PLUS 
MAGNETIC AND THROWING HANDS FOR ACTION 
JOBS PLUS AN AUTOMATIC REVERSING TILE. 
444 ZEROIDS ARE EQUIPPED WITH A FORWARD 
AND REVERSE MOTOR: POWEREO TREAD-DRIVE 
50 THEY CAN HAUL, BATTER, RAM, ATTACK, 
AUNT H, TRANSPORT, FIGHT ANYTHING 4 


FROM THE PLANET ZERO... 
THE INCREDIBLE AUTOMATONS 
FROM OUTER SPACE. 


MOVING ACROSS THE 
LANDSCAPE, OVERRUANING 
OBSTACLES, THESE AMAZING, 
FEARLESS AND. POWERFUL 
AUTOMATONS HAVE BUT ONE 
PURPOSE... 70 SERVE 
THEIR MASTERS = 


EACH ZERO/D COMES WITH THESE = 
АЕ ус 


NO TRANSPORTING 
JOB 15 ТОО TOUGH 
FOR ZOBOR. 


ZINT AS TH. 
POWER TO BATTER 
#115 WAY THROUGH 
ANYTHING. 


™ ZEROIDS- 


. BROUGHT TO 
EARTH BY 


SOMEWHAT LATER--FLOODLIGHTS ILLUMINATE M А А LIVING BULLET HURTLES THROUGH 
THE BIG POOL IN BACK OF THE MADIGAN THE GLARING FLOODLIGHTS--ANO THE 
ў MANSION, AS... i CAPED CRUSADER CARRIES THE TWO 


. HOODLUMS OVER THE RIM OF THE POOL... 
I STILL CAN'T Y 2 


BELIEVE THIS 


| r= 
IS ALL MINE! % и $ | ` я 
ІЦ TAKE А | 

DIP АМО--, 


LIKE THIS 
NIGHT і5 
DEDICATED f 
TO MY SAVING 
THE LIFE-- 
STIFFEN 
BATMAN 
\ UNDERWATER... 


УЕАН-- LEAVE НІМ 
THERE STIFF AS A 
DEAD MACKEREL! 


GOT TO KEEP THEM 
APART... STOP THEM 
FROM GANGING 

UP ОМ МЕ! 


/ THIS ONE'S QUICK AS A GLOVED HAND 
( AN EEL--CLAMPED АМ SHOCTS UPWARD-- 
ARMLOCK AROUND MY FINGERS LIKE 
WINOPIPE / ы STEEL-CLAWS 
- ' GRIP THE RIM 

OF THE POOL... 


en 


— 
T MOMENT, 


f 
мент WATER L 


THAT'S 
СО usne A/S 
HEAD-- 


--ТО RESOLVE 
DIFFICULT 
SITUATION / 


[CONT NUED ON s PAGE FO 


The Pie Wagon is Here! ea 


Have a Helping! 


The Crazy New 
Plastic Truck 
Model 


ONLY 


$2 


А pie hauler can be more fun than operating rear door, bucket seats, 
pie eating. Just you try it and see. stock of pies and pie case, mag 
This wild wagon is the newest spoke wheels with wide oval tires 
from Tom Daniel, famous rod and апа fat profile slicks. Scads of 
drag designer. It's a clean chrome and brass plated parts. 


machine ín 1/24 scale Three different kinds of decals 
Cherry color sculptured body. Hurry to your favorite store for 
racing engine, removable hood. а Pie Wagon. [t's a cherry bomb. 
Š Я ‚ Inc. 
You Always Have More Fun With а Monogram Kit елі ШЕ 


©} А 1 


J YOU САМ. | 


В АТ YOUR NEWSSTAND 


РЕС [27H 


THE ODDS ARE $ 
AGAINST HIM $ 
I'M TAKING 
THREE STEPS 
TO HIS TWO-- 


E THEN, AS THE 9 
BAT- CUFFED 
PRISONERS || 
ARE HERDED 

TOWARD 

HEIRESS 

HELOISE... 


ATTACK ON 


YOU WON'T GET ANYTHIN' 
OUT OF US, BATMAN! 


MISS MADIGAN? № 


WHAT'S IN IT 
FOR you? . 


MAYBE THEY HAD 
A GRUDGE AGAINST 
Му GRANDFATHER- - 
AND WERE TRYING 
TO TAKE іт OUT ON 
МЕ? + 


ІМ WAYNE 
MANOR, 

AS BRUCE 
(BATMAN) 
WAYNE 
REFLECTS 

| OVER THE 
PUZZLING 

| CASE OF THE 
THREATENED Ё 
HEIRESS... 


I JUST REALIZED! 
THERE WAS NO WAY 


HARDLY LIKELY/ 
I'M CONVINCED 
THEIR TARGET WAS 
YOU--THEIR MOTIVE, 
ТО PROFIT SOMEHOW 
FROM YOUR DEATH! 


HOLD EVERYTHING! Ж COULD IT ВЕ 
THAT BOTH 
ASSASSINATION 
ATTEMPTS 
TO HAVE KNOWN WERE AIMED 
THE "SECOND" a AT COLLEEN 
HELOISE MADIGAN 4 KIERNAN? 
WAS THE а. THE TWO GIRLS 
a LOOK SOMEWHAT 
LIKE... 


WE KNOW OUR RIGHTS, Z477MAw:-- 
SO WE'RE CLAMMIN UP/ ë 


MAYBE YA 


IF THAT'S SO, I'D BETTER 
IT'S COLLEEN “Ж LOOK HER UP! 
WHO'S IN DANGER AP SHE'S OUT ON 
--A DANGER _ BAIL--BUT THE 
THAT HAS NO < POLICE WOULD 
TIE-IN AT ALL 27 KNOW HER PRESENT 
WITH THE . Ë WHEREABOUTS! 


MADIGAN 
MILLIONS / 


SHORTLY. АТ THE 
STERLING HOTEL.. 


SORRY, GATMAN-- Ñ 
BUT MISS KIERNAN 
15 МОТ ІМ! T SAW 
HER RUSH OUT 
OF HERE--ABOUT 
HALF AN HOUR 
AGO! 


АТ THAT 
ESTATE паву 


N ГА 
ОР REAL ESTATE TYCOON, а МАТЕ OFFICE 


І JUST НЕ 

THE RADIO Т 

YOUR THUGS ТЕР 

ТО KILL HELOISE 
MADIGAN : - 

f MISTAKING HER 
FOR ME/ THATIS 
TWICE Youiye 
TRIED ТНАТ 
STUNT, ROGERS / 


Ако over Й 


MISS, COULD YOU TELL 
ME IF SHE MADE ANY 
SUPPOSE SHE PHONE CALLS? 
SAID WHERE 
SHE WAS GOING? 
ІТ MAY ВЕ А 


MATTER OF LIFE 


THAT EMP/RE 
NUMBER HAS 
BEEN ASSIGNED 


TO THE ROGERS 
REAL ESTATE 
АСЕМСУ-- 
PARKER ROAD, Б 
BATMAN! Д 


ТАЛА. 


М THE ROGERS REA 


X USED ТО ВЕ B/G 
JOHN MAOCIGAN'S 
CONFIDENTIAL 
SECRETARY! NOBODY 
. KNEW THAT BUT 
BIG JOHN AND МЕ! 
THAT'S HOW Т. WAS 
ABLE TO POSE AS HIS 
LONG-LOST HEIRESS 
AFTER HE DIED! IT'S 
ALSO THE REASON WHY 
I KNEW HOW HE MADE 
HIS REAL FORTUNE- - 


I'VE co, 
TO WA 3 


HIS RACKET 
AND BLACKMAILED 
YOU MYSELF! 


WHY... YES/ 
JUST ONE! 


JUST AS 8/G JOHN 

SAFEGUARDED 

HIMSELF AGAINST 

YOUR KILLING нм-- 
SO HAVE I! 


NOT А СНАМСЕ/ 
WHEN YOU DIE-~ 
COLLEEN KIERNAN 
WILL STILL BE ALIVE! 


ІҢ THE EVENT OF МУ 
UNNATURAL DEATH, 
IVE LEFT INSTRUCTIONS 
FOR THE PROOF OF 
YOUR TIE-IN WITH THE 
CRIME SYNDICATE TO 
BE TURNED OVER 
` TO THE POLICE ! 


BUT I'LL MAKE 

А DEAL WITH YOU! 
PAY ME A LUMP 
SUM -- AND I'LL 
TURN OVER THE 
EVIDENCE TO YOU 
AND LEAVE 
GOTHAM CITY! 


NO DEAL, kiDDb / 

YOU AREN'T GOING 

TO LEAVE THIS 
ROOM ALIVE! 


ARE YOU CRAZY? 
WHEN I’M FOUND 
DEAD, THE POLICE 
WILL GET THAT 

INCRIMINATING 
EVIDENCE / 


542 
SHE LOOKS ENOUGH Ñ 


SO WHEN YOU'RE 


Г DEAD, NO ONE WILL 
KNOW ABOUT IT-- 
AND NOBODY WILL 
GO LOOKING FOR 
THOSE PROOFS 
YOU WILL-- ABOUT MES 
WHEN YOU SEE 
WHO'S COMING 
IN THAT DOOR / 


F7 THIS TIME ГМ GOING 
ТО DO THE JOB THAT М 
MY HIRED HANDS ص‎ 
FLOPPED АТ! 


PLEASE, MR. ROGERS-- 
NOT WHILE ТМ HERE/ 
LET ME LEAVE FIRST-- 


LOOK- ALIKE 
OPENS THE 
OFFICE 
DOOR.. 


LOOK OUT. HE'S 
GOING TO PUSH 
THAT SWITCH- - 
SUMMON HELPS 


| KAYOED HIM-- 


BUT NOT IN TIME 
TO STOP HIS HAND/ 


I'VE HEARD Î STRAIGHT AND TRUE FLIES | $ 
ENOUGH TO TIE THE АТАЛА... ' 
UP THE LOOSE А г ) 
ENDS ІМ THIS Я ? Y 


SAVE ME, 
SAVE ME! 


THE SAME 
WORDS SHE 
USED WHEN 
I FIRST 
SAVED HER / 
Lives 7 


AND SAVE IT 
( І MUST -- IF 
JUSTICE 15 TO 
BE SERVED/ 


HERE'S THE 
+ ACTION? 


Avert то His 
NEW DANGER, 
THE MASKED 
MANHUNTER 

ACTS WITH 

BLINDING 

SPEED AS... 


ў HELOISE MADIGAN WAS SIK YEARS OLD 

f WHEN HER PARENTS WERE KILLED IN AN 
AUTO ACCIDENT-- SHE WAS WITH THEM AT 
THE TIME, BUT HER BODY WAS NEVER FOUND/ 
SO SOMEONE MUST HAVE CHANCED UPON 

А THE WRECK AND TAKEN HER WITH THEM... 


THAT TABLES 
THEIR MOTION 7 


HOLD iT, COLLEEN / YOU DON'T 
NEED ROGERS' GUN/ YOU MADE 
YOUR FOUL PLAY-- ANO FAILED! 


LET--ME--GO/ 


YOU HAVEN'T GOT 
IA ANYTHING 
INC AGAINST | 
МЕ! гі 


YOU SLYLY ASKED 
QUESTIONS OF MADIGAN 
AND LEARNED ENOUGH 
ABOUT THE MISSING 
GRANDDAUGHTER TO 
PASS YOURSELF OFF 
AS НЕК -- UNTIL THE 
REAL ONE UNEXPECTEDLY 
CAME ALONG.’ 


| GUESSING! YOU'LL 
} NEVER PROVE А | 


FROM YOUR OCCASIONAL USE OF 
NEWSPAPER SLANG--I KNOW YOU'VE 
HAD NEWSPAPER EXPERIENCE! IT 
DOESN'T SHOW IN THE RECORD OF 


№ JOBS YOU GAVE THE LAWYER WHEN 
Ё YOU CLAIMED ТО BE THE MADIGAN 


HEIRESS - - SO 

І ASSUME ІТ 
WAS AS MADIGAN'S, 
CONFIDENTIAL 


y Y-YOU'RE JUST ] THAT REMAINS TO Y 
BE SEEN -- WHEN І 


\ TESTIFY AT YOUR 
ЬЫ... TRIAL! < 


Laree. AFTER |— A Ё (RONCLAD/ ACTING UNDER TOO BAD ABOUT W ON THE CONTRARY, 

Ri HAS - А COURT ORDER, THE ROGERS, IN A ROBIN! THE REAL 
PROM. HIS 

h 5 2а 

Ц TEEN TITANS eo 

|] ADVENTURE... 


POLICE EXAMINED HER WAY! POSING AS HELOISE MADIGAN 
SAFE-DEPOSIT ВОХ-- | f A PHILANTHROPIST, Д WAS SO HAPPY I 
; HE DONATED SAVED HER LIFE, 
$$50,000 TO № SHE WANTED TO 
THE WAYNE REWARD МЕ! І 
HOW STRONG FOUNDATION CAN'T ACCEPT 
A CASE DO YOU s EVERY YEAR! N REWARDS, GUT 
REALLY HAVE 1 YOU WON'T а I MENTIONED 
AGAINST MISS S la GET THAT EP THE FOUNDATION 
KIERNAN 2 ; , ' ANY MORE! ... АМО SHE SENT 
IT А CHECK FOR 


50,000! 
| ABOUT COLLEEN | e, 
Û KIERNAN TO kus 
з HAVE THAT 


WATCH 7, 


| 


EXCITING, 
SUSPENSEFUL, THRILLING 
ADVENTURES IN LIVELY, 
COLOREUL ANIMATION Ом THE 


SEE YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER LISTINGS FOR ПМЕ AND STATION IN YOUR TOWN 


BATMAN'S 
Dear Editor: B 


Hey, folks! You've come up with а real winner— 
Detective Comics 380 was a great issue! Haven't read 
any Batman quite like it in many months . . . all the 
elements of the old look mysteries and a contemporary 
undercurrent blended together into a beautiful: pro- 
duction! 

“Marital-Bliss Miss” was an awful title to a well- 
planned plot. The page 2 close-up of MRS. BRUCE 
WAYNE came near throwing me out of my seat! Miss 
Virginia Jenkins is a welcome addition to the cast— 
so keep her kooky and normal. No Batgiri-type antics 
for this one. "Course, I think you've scared fandom 
half to death, and I think they'll be even more shook 
up when they realize that Virginia Wayne is a very pretty 
name! But that's the way it should be—keep ‘em on their 
toes! Happiness is an issue of Detective Comics just 
like this one! 

— Loren Lieberthal, New York, N. Y. 
(The debut of Virginia Jenkins was a resounding suc- 
cess~ which is more than we can say for the story’s title! 
Too late it struck us that “Marital-Bliss Miss” was in- 
deed a míss—a more appropriate, provocative title 
would have been, "The Girl Most Likely to Marry Bat- 
man!"— Editor) 1 

LEELEE] 

Dear Editor: 

Ihave been reading DC Comics practically ever since 
1 learned how to read. Now at the ripe old age of 22 I 
am writing my first fan letter. The reason: Detective 

* Comics 380 and Ginny Jenkins. There have been other 
issues of greater merit, certainly. But this is the first 
character to come along in a great while who really 
appeals to me. 1 like her better than. Vicki Vale, Kathy 
Kane, and yes—even better, I think, than Batgirl (and 
that’s something)! 

For a change, we have no costumes, no gimmicks, 
but а real giri! I like her! (And so do Aunt Harriet and 
Dick, remember?) Who knows, she. may even be THE 
girl for our Bruce! We know from Detective 376 that 
he will marry eventually, so І hope he doesn't wait too 
long! One reason 1 pick Ginny over апу of the other 
females you have featured is when a man martes, he 
wants a wife and a companion—not a competitor! 

— Linda Louise Perry. Chicago, Ш. 
...... 
Dear Editor: 

As befitting as the poor cover and title logo of Detec- 
tive 380, “Marital-Bliss Miss” was perhaps the most 
uninteresting Batman “new look” stery published. It 
tried my patience to һауе to search, in frustration, К 
the usual exacting dilemma and Batman ingenuity t 
sent in the majority of Frank Robbins yarns. 

To come to the point, the story lacked finesse. Іп- 
evitably, being without super-powers or some sort of 
alien bestowment, it can be expected of the Dynamic 
Duo to be involved in down-to-earth predicaments and 
to fight the upper-class city scourge with predicated 
regularity. Granted, also, that this quality distinguishes 
Batman from any and all competition thereof, and does 
so for the benefit of its readers. But there is such a thing 
as under-overdoing it, which may be described as run- 
away deflated-inflation. It's simply, not to be naive, too 


i (Hmm... 


HOT-LINE 


simple. An explanation here is in order, in order to fit 
my paled accusations. 

The action, what little there was, consisted of nothing 
more than the usual rock"em sock-ém bullet-blazing 
sequence, resulting in the culprit being either (1) ap- 
prehended or (2) killed. There was variation here though 
with an outsider doing the job. 

It seems that half the story was a jumble of drawn- 
out dialogue, which did nothing more than to provide’ 
substitution for criminal fighting. And as for the char- 
acterization— come on now! Virginia Jenkins was a piti- 
ful and as downgrading approach to adulthood (young 
lady) that I've seen. She practically insulted my con- 
tention of considering myself at least nearing adulthood 
at the age of seventeen. ` 

— Ron Jenkins, Coronado, Cat. 
. odd — coincidental (?) — about this corres- 
pondent's “pitiful downgrading” of Virginia . . . con- 
sidering that they both happen to have the same sur- 
name! — Editor) 
*$**9959 


Dear Editor: 

"Marital-Bliss Miss." although very badly titled, turn- 
ed out to be a good story. Far better, in fact, than any 
other Frank Robins has turned out for National. How-: 
ever, І would like to complain about the way he is char- 
acterizing Alfred. Bruce Wayne's butler is not the idiot 
Robbins is making him out to be; he is an intelligent 
and trusted gentleman's gentleman. If Robbins feels 
that Alfred has to be changed, after so many years of 
faithful and popular service, let's make him like Mr. 
French on television's “Family Affair" and less Jike 
that "French" detective-bumpler of "The Pink Panther." 
Alfred's imbecilic behavior when Ginny popped in was 
unbecoming his usual self. In fact, the reactions of both 
Dick Grayson and Alfred were very far out of character 
(and since Frank Robbins is still getting used to write: 
for Batman, І can grant him a few characterization 
mistakes). 

Bruce Wayne is about forty years old now, so even 
though he sidelines as a crime-fighter, no regular mem- 
ber of his household should be at all surprised to see 
him married. Well. surprised a little maybe, but cer- 
tainly not shocked or appalled as Alfred apparently 
was. Е 
As usual, І had one of my legendary “І know how the 
story is going to end!” flashes and was, as usual, dead 
wrong. You see, with Ginny's brother MW in, the 
guarded "To achieve our objective . . . eliminate this 
Bruce Wayne" dialogue, 1 was pretty sure that he would 
turn out to be an honest businessman who was trying 
to beat the Wayne Foundation out of a deal, but no 
such thing! Oh, well . . . great story anyway. Let's see 
more of Ginny Jenkins as well as more of Bob Brown 
penciling. . — Steven Carlberg, Shreveport, La. 
(Robbins hopefully thought'that it’s time fora character- 
change in Alfred—but if you diehard Batman fans think 
that the butler's status should be quo; then so be it. 
— Editor) 
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BATMAN’ $ HOT-LINE—EXTRA | 


Dear Editor: 

Га like to discuss a certain point that is, unfortunately 
perhaps, dominant in the Caped Crusader. That is the 
lack of characterization. And when I say Batman 1 
MEAN Batman, the hero that Пе бошат public sees, 
not the secret identity that we see. 

| believe that Bruce Wayne has purposely allowed 
himself to seem as the idol-idle millionaire. If Bruce 
were to go about digging up crime information, or fight- 
ing every bum who jeered Uncle Sam, attention would 


be drawn to him and the old “Bruce Wayne is Batman” 


suspicion would crop up again, something that has been 
surpressed by the eontrast between the bland Bruce 
and the battling Batman. Of course, such a thing would 
most certainly cause frustrations. Who likes to be bland? 
And so Bruce finds an outlet for his surpressed frustra- 
tions as Batman. Because he IS Batman and is popular 
and so respected, he strives to attain what would normal- 
ly be impossible in the field of detection, and trains 
himself constantly for great feats of strength and acro- 
batics when fighting crime, The reason: in order to pre- 
serve his secret identity, he becomes a passive, dull 
Bruce. And for someone like Batman, that must be un- 
bearable! So he finds relief in Batman, because what 
he cannot do as Bruce, he is expected to do as Batman. 
In order to gain favor and the attention he subconscious- 
ly needs, due to his forced passiveness as Bruce, he 
tries harder and harder to be a great Batman. 

Witness “Тһе Man who Radiated Fear," in Batman 
200. Here, when stymied and defeated for the first time, 
he gives up! This is because the effectiveness of Batman 
as an emotional outlet is destroyed. He cannot асһіеуе 
his heart’s desire of fame and success now, so he is will- 
ing to retire and live as Bruce Wayne. Certainly after 
this, the person of Bruce will become a stronger рег: 


sonality and have much of the characteristics that Bat- > 


man possessed. Аз Alfred pointed out, they аге о 
Batman and Robin to satisfy their own hang-ups ahd 
egos. They are what they are in order to fight crime 
and evil. When they say that they fost sight of their 
original purposes, what is really meant is that their 
original purposes have become secondary to the thrills 
and fame they attain as Batman and Robin. 


1 
4 


Now, Batman has continued to be the dominant per- _ 
sonality. This is because Bruce Кез to be Batman much 
better than he likes to be Bruce. Witness Detective 


Comics 372. He willingly left his date. not because it 
was his duty, but because he wanted to be Batman. His 
date, Andrea, could very much have stayed and watched 
Bruce cream the savate crooks. Indeed, she would be 
very much impressed. But trouble is, when Bruce saw 
the attack, his Batman personality took over and he 
didn’t want Andrea around, because she was of Bruce's 
life and not Batman’s. 

Batman does not want romance. He has always been 
straightlipped and stolid when Vicki Vale, Batwoman, 
Poison Ivy, and Catwoman swooned over him. Why 
Batman doesn't want romance is simple: to his altered 
ego he would really prefer to be admired by many rather 
than one. Batman might be able to work more effec- 
tively outside the law, seemingly a criminal himself, 
but his own desire for fame that is not in Bruce Wayne's 
life, rather than his love for justice, demands appreci- 
ation by the masses. Я 

Robin is easily different. He acts greatly as Robin not 
to satisfy himself to fame, but to please Bruce, Really, 
it is Bruce who is more impressed and pleased, because 
Bruce doesn’t do such dramatic things, while Batman 
does them easily, This is why Batman often tells Dick 
to stay behind and study. Dick is quite smart, and does- 
n't need to study a great deal; due to good upbringing 
he naturally studies hard, but what Batman really means 
is that he "doesn't need him.” Often, because he cannot 
do like Batman does, Robin becomes imperiled. And 
then Batman easily frees him. I believe that Robin is 
less than Batman mostly because, as a schoolboy, he 
has a much more interesting life. But Bruce knows all 
this, so his life isn’t interesting. This, added to the ap- 
pearance-burden that Bruce must bear in order to pro- 
tect Batman, makes the Batman life the life he would 
much rather have. — Carl Gafford, New Milford, Conn. 
{You've really done plenty of spadework to dig deeply 
into Bruce (Batman) Wayne's mental processes. How 
much you shoveled up that is valid—or invalid (to use 
both meanings of the word!)—we're leaving to your 
fellow readers. — Editor) 
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